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Hello! If you want to support this and future works, subscribe
to my YouTube and free tier of my Patreon please. Maybe tell
someone about this channel, or drop me a kind note on a
video. Check out the merch if I have any available. Thanks for
caring. Now please go play your mandolin!


https://www.youtube.com/@MandolinDeepCuts

Quick & Dirty Instructions

e Just play. Don’t worry about the history. Don’t worry
about trills, slurs, editions, and correct interpretations.
You're not doing it wrong. Just play the music.

e Listen. You should hear others play this music. This
book has an accompanying website that lists albums and
videos to get you started.

e Delete content. Remove tabs, notation, pages; make
the document easier to manage for you. The original
Musescore files are available on the website.

e Send me questions. Ask me questions or send
requests for updates.

Creative Commons License

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Please

reference, use, and remix this book; just provide attribution.
No making money off of it though. If 'm not; you’re not.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Introduction

The two manuscripts now known as the Anna Magdalena Bach
Notebooks (1722 and 1725) are some of the most wildly
popular collections of music from the Bach household. And
I've been obsessed with the music within for a few geological
eras. Compiled primarily by Anna during the life of her
husband Johann Sebastian Bach, these collections contain a
mixture of keyboard pieces, songs, religious hymns, dances,
little diddies and instructional material used for teaching,
practice, and music-making at home.

While some works in the notebooks were written by J.S. Bach,
many others were composed by contemporaries such as
Christian Petzold, Francgois Couperin, and members of the
Bach family. Over time, these pieces have become
foundational student repertoire where they appear in graded
exam systems and method books around the world. For many
musicians, they represent a first encounter with the sound and
style of the Baroque era. And they hold a special place in their
hearts.

Anna Magdalena Bach (1701-1760) was herself a skilled
soprano and an active musical partner in the Bach household.
She copied music by hand, helped preserve important works,
and played a central role in the musical life of the family.
Although her contributions were long undervalued, these
notebooks of hers stand as a lasting record of her influence.

This collection presents fifteen selections from the 1725
notebook, arranged for mandolin. The arrangements are
intentionally straightforward, focusing primarily on melodic
clarity and playability. Some pieces have been simplified to



make them more accessible, while others retain challenges
that reward careful, slow practice. I'm truly just trying to give
you something delightful to play.

As with much Baroque music more generally, ornamentation
such as trills, mordents, and grace notes are kinda everywhere
in the original piano music. In some cases, these have been
written out or adapted for the mandolin. When in doubt I
simplified so the novice player could hear the piece and feel
that sense of accomplishment. Players are encouraged to
explore their own interpretations and consult original sources
where possible. I've linked musicologist approved versions
(i.e., Urtext) of all 15 tunes on my website.

These pieces have taught generations of musicians. Whether
you are encountering them for the first time or returning to
them with fresh perspective, I hope they offer both a practical
path for learning and a connection to a rich musical tradition.

Take your time. Play them slowly. And make ‘em your own.

Companion Website

The accompanying website for these tunes contains a lot of
extra stuff and information to supplement this book. There are
multiple examples of each tune being played on a cornucopia
of instruments with links to YouTube, alongside iTunes,
Spotify, and Bandcamp. Don’t forget to visit it if you are going
to spend any time playing these pieces. It’s worth your time.

https://mando.studio/15-Tunes-From-Anna.html
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